
With its impressive collection of more than 5,000,000 photos, the Nederlands Fotomuseum in Rotterdam 
is the leading national museum of photography in the Netherlands. The museum shows every facet of 
photography: documentary and experimental, contemporary and historical. In addition to exhibitions of 
major names in Dutch and international photography, the museum regularly presents work from its in-
house collection. The collection comprises an important part of the Netherlands’ visual heritage.

NEDERLANDS FOTOMUSEUM
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PROGRAMME

The Nederlands Fotomuseum puts on roughly ten 
exhibitions every year. These alternate between 
historical and present-day photography and between 
Dutch and international work. From time to time the 
museum has also put on shows of installation art in 
which photography or film play a role.
Since the museum’s founding in 2003, the work of 
world-famous photographers such as Nan Goldin, 
Lewis Hine, Alfredo Jaar and Viviane Sassen has 
been presented in major exhibitions. In addition the 
Nederlands Fotomuseum concerns itself with 
young, emerging photographers. This can be seen

 in the annual Steenbergen Stipendium awards and 
the Quickscan NL exhibitions.

The museum regularly draws on its own productions. 
Here the museum collection forms a source 
of inspiration and study, leading to fascinating 
exhibitions and publications. Exhibitions also 
regularly come about in collaboration with foreign 
partners such as BOZAR (Brussels), Le Bal (Paris), 
MAPFRE (Madrid) and Victoria and Albert 
Museum (London).



In addition to exhibitions the museum also 
produces live talk shows such as Fotogasten 
[guest photographers] and the De Donkere 
Kamer [darkroom] in which prominent guests are 
interviewed on their ideas about photography. 
Additional activities are portfolio reviews, guided 
tours and master classes.

THE COLLECTION

Currently the Nederlands Fotomuseum manages 
more than 160 archives of historical and present-
day photographers and is thus responsible for 
an important part of the visual heritage of the 
Netherlands. Ed van der Elsken, Aart Klein and Cas 
Oorthuys are just a few of the examples of leading 
photographers of the 19th and 20th centuries, whose 
entire archives are managed by the museum. Work 
by contemporary photographers such as Bertien van 
Manen, Vincent Mentzel, Viviane Sassen, Mieke Van 
de Voort and Hans van der Meer is also represented 
in the collection. Each year the collection continues 
to grow thanks to donations, legacies and purchases.

THE RESTORATION STUDIO

The Nederlands Fotomuseum is the only body 
in the Netherlands with a restoration studio for 
photography. Not only does it conserve the museum 
collection; it also works on the photographic 
collections of other museums, private individuals, 
archives or companies.

WEBSHOP

The museum has made a selection out of the vast 
number of photos in the collection that is on sale 
as photo prints or fibre-based photo prints in the 
museum web shop. As well as photographs, an 
exceptional range of photobooks is available here. 
One can also purchase museum tickets online.

PARTNERS NEDERLANDS FOTOMUSEUM

The Ministry of  Culture, Science and Education | 
the City of Rotterdam | BankGiro Lottery | Prins 
Bernhard Cultuurfonds | Wertheimer Fonds 

More information: www.nederlandsfotomuseum.nl
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